
This study illustrates the potential for the area west of Manhattan's "Garment 

District" to support building construction and multiple uses significantly greater 

than permitted by current zoning. The accompanying analysis advocates new 

standards to ensure that growth proceeds responsibly:

The loft building has proven itself adaptable to manufacturing, commercial, and 

residential use. The drawing above shows a cross-section through a proposed series

of lofts west of the Garment District, with bases used for retail, parking, and 

warehousing, and upper floors used for light manufacturing, offices, and apartments. 

•  a non-negotiable building envelope to provide maximum sunlight distribution

•  flexible zoning which permits conversion between compatible uses

•  mapping of tolerance levels for noise, traffic, etc, rather than mapping of uses
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